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We have used the above guide to transliterate any Arabic terms and names so as to make 
finding the correct pronunciation easier for the reader. 


Introduction 
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In the Name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful. 
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All praise is due to Allah, who sent His messenger with guidance and the religion of truth, 
to make it manifest over all religions. Sufficient is Allah as a Witness. | bear witness there 
is no deity worthy of worship except Allah alone, without any partners, establishing by it 
His Oneness. And | bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and His messenger, may 
the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, his family, and his companions with 
abundant peace. 


We have compiled this short booklet of the famous text, Usul ath-Thalathah ‘The Three 
Fundamental Principles’, by Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab {d. 1206H} (may Allah 
have mercy on him), which focuses on the subject of Creed (‘Aqidah). It is incumbent upon 
every Muslim to learn and understanding the correct Creed based on the Qur’an, Sunnah 
and understanding of the Salaf as-Salih (the pious predecessors). 


Our primary source for the explanatory notes of the text is the explanation in Arabic by 
Shaykh ‘Allamah ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Nasir al-Barrak (may Allah preserve him). We have 
translated and summarised points from the Shaykh, also adding a few points of benefit 
from other explanations and the statements of the scholars of Ahlus-Sunnah to make it 
more comprehensive for the reader. 


We ask Allah to accept our small effort and to make it a means of guidance for Muslims 
around the world. We ask Allah to keep us sincere in all our deeds. Amin. 


Your brothers at Madrasah Al-Ansar Online 
22 Jumād-al-Ūlā 1442 - 6*" January 2021 


The Three Fundamental Principles by Imam Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab [D. 1206H] 


In the Name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful. 


[Four Matters Which Are Obligatory to Know for Every Muslim] 
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Know, may Allah have mercy on you, that we are obligated to learn four matters: 


Notes: 


Know: This is an order for the student of knowledge to learn and strive in seeking knowledge, 
especially in these matters of Creed. 


May Allah have mercy on you: Here, from his kindness, the Shaykh supplicates for the student of 
knowledge. From the mercy of Allah is for one to be successful, reach happiness and be granted 


good in this world and the next. 


That we are obligated to learn four matters: The following four matters are mandatory for every 
Muslim to know. 
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First: Knowledge; this means awareness of Allah, knowing His Prophet, and knowing the 
Religion of Islam based on evidences. 


Notes: 
Islamic knowledge is of two types: 
1) Knowledge that all Muslims are individually obligated to know. 


2) Knowledge that is a communal obligation upon the Muslims; if a few have this 
knowledge, then the rest are not obligated to know it straight away. 
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Second: Acting on it. 
Notes: 


The goal of studying is to implement the knowledge you gain, not just to gather 
information. The reason for one to study the Islamic Sciences is to affirm their Imàn, 
strengthen their faith, and implement it by performing righteous deeds. Possessing 
knowledge without implementing it is a negative sign for the student of knowledge and 
an evidence against him. 


Al gedi AG 
Third: Calling to it. 
Notes: 
After the Muslim has obtained knowledge and implemented it, one should call to it. They 


should enjoin good and forbid evil and benefit others with the knowledge they have 
gained, as this was the duty of the Messengers and those who followed them. 
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Fourth: Patience with the harm that befalls due to it. 
Notes: 
It is certain that whoever is striving for the truth and calling others to the truth will receive 


negative words and people rejecting their actions and call. The Muslim must have patience 
upon the trials that come on the path when one is on the truth. 
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The proof for this is the saying of Allah the Most High: “In the Name of Allah, the Most 
Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy. By the time! Verily mankind is in loss - except those who 
believe and perform righteous deeds, and advise one another towards the truth and advise 
one another towards patience.” Sirah al-‘Asr (103): 1-3 


Notes: 
By the time: Here Allah swears by time, and He can swear by anything He has created. 


Here, time is composed of night and day, months and days, and in them is the place for 
mankind to do deeds and action. 


Indeed, mankind is in loss: This means all of mankind are in loss excluding those whom 
Allah mentions in the following verse. As for the people who fulfil the following four 
matters, they will find true success and great profit and will be saved from being among 
the losers. 


Except those who believe: People must believe — i.e. they must have faith - in order to not 
be among the losers in this world and the next, but faith cannot be fully achieved except 
with knowledge. 


Perform righteous deeds: These deeds are from the fruits of knowledge and faith, for 
people who have been given knowledge and faith are motivated to perform righteous 
deeds. 


Advise one another towards the truth: This means that they encourage and support each 
other with the truth. The truth consists of knowledge, faith and righteous deeds. 


Advise one another towards patience: This means that they encourage and support each 
other in preserving their patience. 


This Sürah is an evidence for the four matters the Shaykh (the author) has mentioned: 
1) The matter of seeking knowledge is proven by Allah saying, "those who believe." 


2) The matter of acting upon knowledge is proven by Allah saying, “perform righteous 
deeds.” 


3) The matter of calling others to knowledge is proven by Allah saying, “advise one 
another towards the truth.” 


4) The matter of patience is proven by Allah saying, “advise one another towards 
patience.” 
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Ash-Shāfi'ī, may Allāh have mercy on him, said: “Had Allah not sent down a proof to His 
creation other than this Sirah (chapter), it would have been sufficient for them." 


Notes: 


Imam Muhammad ibn Idris ash-Shafi't is well-known, as his Madhhab is one of the four that 
are followed by Muslims today. 


It (Sürah al-'Asr) would be sufficient for them: Ash-Shafil means that this Sürah is a great 
evidence. It proves that there are two types of people: those who are lost and those who 
have profited. This Sürah also explains how and why people can succeed and attain 
salvation. By studying this Sürah, one can learn the four pillars of success and avoid being 
one of the losers. 
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Al-Bukhari, may Allah have mercy on him, said: “Chapter: Knowledge comes before 
speech and action.” 


The proof for this is Allah’s saying: 
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“So know that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah, and seek forgiveness for 
your sins." - Sarah Muhammad (47): 19 
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So, He began by mentioning knowledge before speech and action. 
Notes: 


Allah commands two matters in this verse: 


1) Soknow that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah: Allah first ordered 
the knowledge of Tawhid (Islamic monotheism). 


2) And seek forgiveness for your sins: Second, Allah ordered for the slave to seek 
forgiveness. Seeking forgiveness is from one's speech and actions. 


[Three Fundamental Principles] 
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Know, may Allah have mercy on you: it is obligatory upon every Muslim male and Muslim 
female to learn and act upon the following three things: 


Notes: 
It is obligatory upon every Muslim: What is meant is that knowledge of the matters of the 
religion is obligatory upon every Muslim man and woman. This knowledge could be either an 


individual obligation or a communal obligation, as mentioned previously. 


Allah says: 
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"Whoever works righteousness, whether male or female, while he (or she) is a true believer 
(of Islamic Monotheism) verily, to him We will give a good life (in this world, with respect, 
contentment and lawful provision), and We shall pay them certainly a reward in proportion 
to the best of what they used to do (i.e. Paradise in the Hereafter)." Sürah an-Nahl (16): 97 
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First: That Allah created us, provided sustenance for us, and did not leave us neglected; 
rather, He sent a Messenger to us, so whoever obeys him will enter Paradise, whereas 
whoever disobeys him will enter the Hellfire. 


Notes: 
That Allah created us, provided sustenance for us, and did not leave us neglected: We 
learn here the issue of Tawhid Ar-Rubübiyah (Oneness in His Lordship) - that Allah is the 


Rabb of everything and He is in control of all of existence. 


The proof that Allah created everything and provides for all of creation is the verse: 
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“Allah is He Who created you, then provided food for you.” Sürah ar-Rüm (30): 40 


Rather, He sent a Messenger to us: We also learn the greatest of blessings is that Allah 
sent us Messengers rather than leaving us neglected, and that He revealed books so that 
His slaves could learn, know their Lord and know the rights of Allah over His slaves. 
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The proof for this is Allah’s statement: “Verily, We sent to you a Messenger to be a witness 
over you, just as we sent a Messenger to Pharaoh. But Pharaoh disobeyed the 
Messenger (i.e. Müsá) so We seized him with a severe punishment." - Sürah al-Muzzammil 
(73): 15-16 


Notes: 


Verily, We sent to you a Messenger: This verse isan evidence of Allah sending the Prophet 
Muhammad šž to the whole of mankind. 


Just as we sent a Messenger to Pharaoh: This refers to Prophet Mūsā, who was 
accompanied by Prophet Hārūn. 


But Pharaoh disobeyed the Messenger: Pharaoh did not believe in the message of Prophet 
Mūsā and Prophet Hārūn. 


So We seized him with a severe punishment: Allāh punished Pharaoh in this world by 
drowning him and his army in the sea. 
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Second: That Allah is not pleased with anyone being associated with Him in worship - 
neither an angel brought close nor a prophet that was sent. 
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The proof for this is Allah’s saying: “And verily the Masājid belong to Allah, so do not call 
unto anyone along with Allah." Sürah al-Jinn (72): 18 


Notes: 


That Allah is not pleased with anyone being associated with Him in worship: We learn 
here the issue of Tawhid Al-Ibadah (Oneness in Worship also known as Tawhid Al- 
Ulühiyah) - that Allàh is worshipped alone without any partner. All acts of worship must 
be directed to Him alone and it is not allowed to associate anything with Him, whether an 
angel or a prophet. The verse proves that supplication should only be done to Allah and 
nothing else. 
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Third: That whoever obeys the Messenger (i.e. Muhammad &$) and singles Allah out 
(in worship), it is not permissible for him to take as allies those who oppose Allah and His 
Messenger, even if they are close relatives. 


Notes: 


Whoever obeys the Messenger: The first issue here is to follow the Prophet Muhammad 
&& in everything he came with. 


And singles Allah out (in worship): The second issue to worship Allah alone, without 
associating any partners with Him. 


It is not permissible for him to take as allies those who oppose Allah and His Messenger: 
This means, it is not allowed to have any love or affection for the enemies of Allah, or to 
honour and praise them, even if they are one's relatives. It is also not allowed to ally with 
those who oppose Allah and His Messenger from the disbelievers, evil-doers and the 
wicked. 
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The proof for this is Allah’s saying: 
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“You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day making friendship 
with those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even if they are their fathers or their 
sons or their brothers or their kindred. For such He has written Faith in their hearts, and 
strengthened them with Rah (light and guidance) from Himself. And He will admit them 
into gardens under which rivers flow to dwell therein forever. Allah is pleased with them 
and they with Him. They are the party of Allah. Verily it is the party of Allah that will be 
the successful.” - Sirah al-Mujadilah (58): 22 


Notes: 


You will not find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day: This means, we will not 
find any Muslim allying with the disbelievers because our faith prohibits that. 


This is similar to the verse: 
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“And had they believed in Allah, and in the Prophet (Muhammad #8) and in what has been 
revealed to him, never would they have taken them (the disbelievers) as Awliya’ (protectors 
and helpers)...” Sarah al-Ma’idah (5): 81 


Thus, they do not believe in these three issues if they take those who oppose Allah and His 
Messenger as protectors and helpers. Allah mentions those who do this when He says: 
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"You see many of them taking the disbelievers as their Awliya' (protectors and helpers). Evil 
indeed is that which their own selves have sent forward before them, for that (reason) 
Allah's Wrath fell upon them and in torment they will abide." - Sürah al-Ma'idah (5): 80 


Making friendship with those who oppose Allah and His Messenger: If we find anyone 
befriending, allying with or praising those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, then 


know that they are not believers, because a true believer would never do such a thing. 


Even if they are their fathers or their sons or their brothers or their kindred: Allah mentions 
in another verse: 
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“O you who believe! Take not for Awliya' (supporters and helpers) your fathers and your 
brothers if they prefer disbelief to Belief. And whoever of you does so, then he is one of 
the Zalimün (wrong-doers, etc.)." - Sürah at-Tawbah (9): 23 
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For such He has written Faith in their hearts: The true believers who do not ally with the 
enemies of Allah — Allah has written faith in their hearts. 


They are the party of Allāh: These believers are from the party of Allāh, and only the party 
of Allah will be successful. This is the opposite to the party of the devil (Shaytan) who are 
the disbelievers and the hypocrites. Allah mentions about the party of the devil in a 
different verse when He says: 
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“On the Day when Allah will resurrect them all together (for their account), then they will 

swear to Him as they swear to you (O Muslims). And they think that they have something 

(to stand upon). Verily, they are liars! (19) Shaytan (Satan) has overtaken them. So he has 

made them forget the remembrance of Allah. They are the party of Shaytan. Verily, it is the 
party of Shaytan that will be the losers!” - Sarah al-Mujadilah (58): 18-19 


Therefore, there are two groups: 
1) The party of the devil, who are the losers. 
2) The party of Allāh, who are the successful. 


[The Religion of Ibrahim] 
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Know, may Allah grant you the ability to obey Him, that al-Hanafiyah, the Religion of 
Ibrahim, is that you worship Allah alone, making the religion sincerely (i.e. solely) for 
Him. This is what Allah ordered all of mankind to do, and this is the purpose for which He 
created them. 


Notes: 


Al-Hanafīyah, the Religion of Ibrahim: Allah describes Ibrahim as Hanif — one who worships 
Allah alone without associating partners with Him. Allah says: 
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“Verily, lbrahim (Abraham) was an Ummah (a leader having all the good righteous 
qualities), or a nation, obedient to Allah, Hanīfā (i.e. to worship none but Allah)...” - Surah 
an-Nahl (16): 120 


11 


Allah also says: 
9 t S ga 4 «d $ f zaot "o^ of os 
Kasili g ois 5 the enti te adi of Ol Weil Be 


“Then, We have inspired you (O Muhammad $, saying), “Follow the religion of Ibrahim 
(Abraham) Hanīfā (Islamic Monotheism - to worship none but Allah) and he was not of 
the Mushrikün (polytheists, idolaters, disbelievers, etc.)." - Sürah an-Nahl (16): 123 


The Millah (Religion) of Ibrahim is to sincerely worship Allah alone, without associating 
partners with Him. 


This is what Allah ordered all of mankind to do: Allah has ordered the whole of mankind 
to sincerely worship Him alone. Allah says: 
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“O mankind! Worship your Lord (Allah), Who created you and those who were before you, 
so that you may become al-Muttagūn (the pious).” - Sūrah al-Bagarah (2): 21 
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As Allah says: "And I did not create the Jinn and mankind except to worship Me." - Sürah 
adh-Dhariyat (51): 56 


And the meaning of “to worship Me” is “to single Me out (in worship)." 


opš 8969 gry (Spill ae ud Le lasts daly all 31,8) : gag Legal ay jal ba gkah; 


CARA 


The greatest thing that Allah commanded is Tawhid, which means: singling Allah out in 
worship. And the greatest thing that Allah warned against is Shirk: which is supplicating 
to others along with Him. 
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The proof for this is Allah’s statement: “And worship Allah (alone) and do not mix 
anything (in worship) with Him." - Sürah an-Nisa' (4): 36 
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Notes: 


The greatest thing that Allah commanded is Tawhid: Allah created mankind and jinn to 
worship Him alone. All acts must be sincerely for the sake of Allah; if anyone associates 
partners with Allah their actions will be invalid. We must strive to learn and understand 
Tawhid and be warned about the evil of Shirk. 


The first matter a Muslim is obligated to know and learn is Tawhid of worship. This means 
learning the meaning of La ilaha ill-Allah — that there is none worthy of worship except 


Allah. 


The gravest sin in Islam is Shirk — associating partners with Allah. The sin of Shirk is 
distinguished from all other sins in three ways: 


1) The person who associates partners with Allah will not be forgiven. Allah says: 
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“Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with him in worship, but He 
forgives except that (anything else) to whom He pleases..." - Sürah an-Nisa' (4): 48 


2) Shirk is so evil that it destroys all of a person's good deeds previously done. Allah 
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“And certainly, it has been revealed to you and to those before you: Surely if you associate 
(with Allah), all your works will be nullified, and you will be with the losers.” - Surah Az- 
Zumar (39): 65 


3) Hellfire is mandatory for the one performs Shirk with Allah and dies upon that. This 


is for the one that dies upon major Shirk, and they will be in the Hellfire forever. 
Allah says: 
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“Verily, those who disbelieve (in the religion of Islam, the Qur’an and Prophet Muhammad 
8&5) from among the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) and al-Mushrikün will 
abide in the Fire of Hell. They are the worst of creatures." - Sürah al-Bayyinah (98): 6 
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The greatest thing that Allah warned against is Shirk: This means associating partners 
with Allāh. 'Abdullāh ibn Mas'ūd narrated, | asked Allah's Messenger &$, "What is the 
biggest sin in the sight of Allah?’ He & said, “To set up rivals unto Allāh though He alone 
created you." - Recorded in Sahth al-Bukhari (no. 7520) 


[Three Fundamental Principles] 
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So, if it said to you: What are the three fundamental principles that mankind is obligated 
to know? 


Then say: That the servant knows his Lord, his Religion and his Prophet Muhammad, may 
the peace and blessings of Allah be on him. 


Notes: 
Then say: That the servant knows his Lord, his Religion and his Prophet Muhammad &&5: 
These are the three fundamentals the Shaykh refers to in the title of his book, ‘The Three 


Fundamental Principles’. These are the foundational principles in Shari‘ah. 


The first principle is knowledge of one’s Lord. Allah is the Creator of everything and He is 
the One that bestows upon us all the blessings we have. 


The second principle is knowledge of the Religion of Islam, which Allah sent with the 
Prophet Muhammad #8 to the whole of mankind and jinn with belief and rulings. 


The third principle is knowledge of the Prophet Muhammad &$. This means knowing that 
heis the Messenger sent by Allāh to all of mankind and jinn with guidance and the religion 


of truth. 


These principles are also the three guestions the believer will be asked in the grave, which 
is known as the trial of the grave, as mentioned in the lengthy narration of Bara' ibn *Āzib. 
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[The First Principle - Knowledge of One's Lord] 
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So if it is said to you: Who is your Lord? 
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Then say: My Lord is Allāh, the One Who nurtured me and nurtured all of creation 


through His favours. And He is the One whom I worship, there is, to me, no (false) deity 
worshipped that is equal to Him. 
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The proof for this is Allah’s statement: “All praise be to Allah, Lord of the ‘Alamin (i.e. all 
of creation)." - Sürah al-Fatihah (1): 1 


The word ‘Alam refers to everything apart from Allah, and | am part of that creation. 
Notes: 


The One Who nurtured me and nurtured all of creation: Allah is the one who created 
mankind and He is the one that provides all the blessings we have today. Allah says: 
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“And whatever of blessings and good things you have, it is from Allah." Sürah an-Nahl (16): 
53 


This is taken from the meaning of Rabb. Ar-Rabb means the Owner of everything, the 
Bestower of blessings and the One that deserves all worship. 


The word ‘Alam refers to everything apart from Allah: Everything is created by Allāh. This 
includes mankind and everything in the heavens and earth. 
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So if it is said to you: How did you come to know of your Lord? 
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Then say: By way of His signs and His creations. And among His signs are the night and 
the day and the sun and the moon. And among His creations are the seven (levels of) 
heaven and the seven (levels of) earth, as well as whoever [and whatever] lies in them 
and between them. 
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The proof for this is Allah’s statement: “And from among His signs are the night and the 
day and the sun and the moon. Do not prostrate yourselves to the sun or to the moon, but 
rather prostrate yourselves to Allah who created them, if it is He whom you truly worship.” - 
Surah Fussilat (41): 37 
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And His statement: “Verily, your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth in 
six days, and then rose over the Throne. He brings the night as a cover over the day, which 
it follows rapidly. And He made the sun, the moon and the stars subjected to His Command. 
Surely, to Him belongs the Creation and the Command. Blessed is Allah, Lord of the 
Worlds.” - Surah al-A‘raf (7): 54 


Notes: 


By way of His signs and His creations: We affirm that one of the ways we know our Lord 
is through everything that He has created in the heavens and earth, and they are all signs 
for the one that contemplates on the creation. It is only Allah that can create all these 
things and sustain them; for example, it is only Allah who sustains the coming and going 
of night and day. 
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The second way to know Allāh is through the revelation He sent down to His Prophet & 
and what was mentioned in it about His beautiful Names and Attributes. Allah says: 


A GA 4 ct 3 ozat 3 2% st eT a a à 3 ut UA gk f +8 38 p. 
JE Ai áli éa AAE iwga Sii 5A y a JIAN gp 


SY DS sped ioi aE Gn phos gS é Aa bii yai 
6G o 4 | 


"He is Allāh Whom there is Lā ilāha illā Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He) 
the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, the Watcher over His 
creatures, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to Allāh! (High is He) above 
all that they associate as partners with Him. (24) He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor of all 
things, the Bestower of forms. To Him belong the Best Names." 
- Sürah al-Hashr (59): 23-24 


This is the way to know Allah through the revelation and Shari‘ah. 
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The word Rabb (Lord) means One Who is worshipped. The proof for this is Allah’s saying: 
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“O mankind! Worship your Lord who created you and those before you, so that you may 
be dutiful to Him. He is the One who made the earth a resting place for you, and the sky as 
a canopy, and sent down water from the sky and brought forth therewith fruits as a 
provision for you. So do not set up rivals with Allah in worship knowingly." - Surah al- 
Baqarah (2): 21-22 
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Ibn Kathir, may Allah have mercy on him, said: “The creator of these things is the One 
Who truly deserves to be worshipped.” 


Notes: 


The One Who truly deserves to be worshipped: Allah has ordered the whole of mankind 
to worship Him alone without associating any partners with Him. 
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Allah is the One Who created everything in the heavens and earth, provides for all of 
existence, sustains them and showers His blessings over creation. He truly deserves to be 
worshipped alone. 


Nothing and no one can do what Allah can do; therefore, He has no partners or anything 
similar to Him. 
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And the types of worship that Allah commanded, such as Islam, Iman and Ihsan, which 
includes supplication (Du‘a’), fear (Khawf), hope (Raja’), reliance (Tawakkul), longing 
(Raghbah), dreading (Rahbah), submissiveness (Khushi‘), awe (Khashyah), repentance 
(Inābah), seeking assistance (Isti‘anah), seeking refuge (Isti‘adhah), asking for help 


(Istighathah), offering sacrifices (Dhabah), making oaths (Nadhar), and all of the other 
types of worship that Allah commanded - all of these belong to Allah, alone. 


Notes: 


The types of worship that Allah commanded: These are that acts of worship Allah has 
established in His Book. There are many types of worship: 


1) Actions of the heart - for example, to fear of Allah, relying on Him, having hope in 
Him etc. 


2) Outward actions - for example, seeking help from Allah, sacrificing for the sake of 
Allāh, also acts like prayer, fasting, Hajj, Jihad etc. 
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[Supplication Is Only for Allah] 
[18:41] 41 Mei dns e ue Ó Á e ai Olga Sls adad "Lut 


The proof for this is Allah’s saying: “And the Masajid belong to Allah, so do not call unto 
anyone along with Allah." - Sürah al-Jinn (72): 18 


Notes: 


The Masajid belong to Allah: The houses of Allah are established to worship Allah alone. 
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So whoever directs any part of these (acts of worship) to other than Allah, then he is a 
disbelieving polytheist. 
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The proof for this is Allah’s saying: “And whoever calls unto another god besides Allah, of 
which he has no proof for, his reckoning is only with his Lord. Surely, the disbelievers will 
not be successful.” - Sūrah al-Mu'minūn (23): 117 


Notes: 


Whoever directs worship to other then Allah has committed disbelief and nullified all their 
previous good deeds. 
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It is stated in a hadith: “Supplication (Du‘a’) is the core of worship.” The proof for this is 
Allah’s saying: 
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“And your Lord says, ‘Supplicate to Me, I will respond to you. Verily, those who are too 
proud to worship Me will enter the Hellfire in disgrace.’” - Sarah Ghafir (40): 60 
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Notes: 


The verse proves that only Allāh should be called upon and nothing else. Supplications are 
of two types: 


1) Supplication of asking: This means to ask Allah to forgive us, or asking Him for 
anything we need. 


2) Supplication of worship: This means to direct every act of worship towards Him, 
whether it is related to one’s wealth or body. This includes performing prayer, Hajj, 
Jihad etc. 


Imām Ibn al-Qayyim said, “Supplication is one of the most beneficial remedies. It is the 
enemy of calamity; it repels it, cures it, prevents its occurrence, and alleviates it or reduces 
it if it befalls (one). It is the weapon of the believer.” 


See Ad-Da'u wad-Dawa' (11). 


[Fear of Allah] 
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The proof for fear (Khawf) is Allah’s saying: “So do not fear them, but fear Me if you are 
true believers.” - Sarah Ali-‘Imran (3): 175 


Notes: 


Fearing Allah is from the most virtuous acts of the heart. We should not fear the creation, 
rather in our hearts we should truly only fear Allah. Fearing Allah means fearing Allah’s 
punishment and displeasure. The verses about fearing Allah are many in the Qur’an. 


There are different types of fear: 


1) Fear which necessitates Shirk, like fearing harm from the dead or idols. This is 
because the dead or idols cannot bring any harm or benefit. This type of fear also 
includes believing that some people have knowledge of the unseen and then 
fearing what they say may happen with certainty. 


2) Fear that necessitates a sin, like not enjoining the good and forbidding the evil for 
fear of the people and what they do or say. Also, like staying back from Jihad out 


of fear of the enemy and cowardice. 


3) Fear of mankind, such as the general fear of someone who has legitimate reason 
to fear. This type of fear is not sinful. 
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[Hope in Allāh] 
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The proof for hope (Raja’) is Allah’s saying: “So whoever hopes to meet his Lord, then let 
him perform righteous deeds, and not mix anyone into the worship of his Lord.” - Sarah 
al-Kahf (18): 110 


Notes: 


Having hope is hoping for forgiveness and mercy from Allah. Allah combines both these 
traits - fear and hope - in the following verse: 
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“Their sides forsake their beds, to invoke their Lord in fear and hope.” 
- Sūrah as-Sajdah (32): 16 


Tama‘an (eb) here in this verse means hope. 
[Reliance on Allah] 
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The proof for reliance (Tawakkul) is Allah’s saying: “And upon Allah (alone) put your 
reliance if you are truly believers." - Sürah al-Ma'idah (5): 23 
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And His saying: “And whoever relies upon Allah, then He is sufficient for Him." 
- Surah at-Talaq (65): 3 


Notes: 


Reliance on Allah is from the actions of the heart. It means to leave all affairs to Allah. Allah 
praises the true believers that put their reliance on Allah, saying: 
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"And when His Verses (this Qur'an) are recited unto them, they (i.e. the Verses) increase 
their Faith; and they put their trust in their Lord (alone)." Sürah al-Anfal (8): 2 


It is obligatory on the Muslim to solely rely on Allah in all affairs and not on anything else. 
[Longing, Dreading/Fearing & Submissiveness to Allah] 
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The proof for longing (Raghbah) and dreading/fearing (Rahbah) and submissiveness 
(Khush@‘) is Allah’s saying: “Verily, they used to rush to do good deeds, and they would 
call on Us, longing (for His reward) and dreading (His punishment), and they used to 
humble themselves submissively before Us." Sirah al-Anbiyā' (21): 90 
Notes: 


Longing (Raghbah) and dreading/fearing (Rahbah) are opposite to one another. We have 
discussed about dreading/fearing under the topic of having fear of Allah. 


Submissiveness (Khushū') is humility and submissiveness before Allah. 


[Awe of Allāh] 
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The proof for awe (Khashyah) is Allah's saying: “So do not be in awe of them, but have 
awe of Me.” - Surah al-Baqarah (2): 150 


Notes: 


Awe (Khashyah) is fear founded on knowledge, and fear founded on knowledge of the 
Greatness of the One whom he fears. 
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[Turning Repentantly to Allāh] 
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The proof for turning repentantly (Inabah) is Allah’s saying: “And turn to your Lord in 
repentance and submit to Him (as Muslims).” - Surah az-Zumar (39): 54 


Notes: 


Inabah means to return back to Allah in all our affairs and to worship Him and seek 
forgiveness from Him. It is to turn to Allah in obedience and avoid disobedience to Him. Its 
meaning is close to that of repentance (Tawbah), except that it is more subtle in meaning, 
and conveys the sense of dependence upon Allah and fleeing for refuge to Him, and it 
cannot be except for Allah, the Most High. 


[Seeking Assistance from Allah] 
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The proof for seeking assistance and aid (Isti‘anah) is Allah’s saying: “You alone do we 
worship and in You alone do we seek assistance.” - Surah al-Fatihah (1): 4 
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And in the Prophetic narration: ^When you ask for assistance, then seek assistance in 
Allah." — Recorded in Sunan at-Tirmidhī (no. 2516) 


Notes: 
Al-Isti‘anah means seeking aid and assistance from Allah. 


Al-Isti‘anah is of two types: 
1) Seeking aid and assistance from Allah alone in matters only He can assist in. For 
example, the splitting of the sea for Prophet Musa against Pharoah - this 
assistance can only be given by Allah and not the creation. 


2) Seeking aid and assistance from the creation in matters they are capable to help 
in. This is based on three conditions: 
|. |The one who is asked is capable to assist, 
Il. | The one who is asked is alive and not someone who is dead in their grave, 
Il. | The one is present and not in a faraway land or dead. 
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[Seeking Refuge in Allah] 
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The proof for seeking refuge (Isti‘adhah) is Allah’s saying: “Say: I seek refuge in the Lord 
of the Daybreak.” - Sirah al-Falaq (113): 1 


Bolgi oy 3351 iT 
And: “Say: I seek refuge in the Lord of Mankind." - Sürah an-Nās (114): 1 


Notes: 
Al-Isti‘adhah means seeking refuge and protection with Allah. 


Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyah said: “This is from that which every single believer finds from 
himself, since Shaytan desires by way of his whisperings to preoccupy the heart away from 
benefiting from the Qur’an, so Allah has commanded the reciter, when he recites the 
Qur’an, that he seeks refuge from him. He, The Most High, said: 


Vis audit e Gal d d 81° een ola Go dy aab Tih A Ni 
Si na ah Golly digi adi Jo ia, GS ps ds 


“So when you recite the Qur'an, seek refuge with Allah from Shaytan, the rejected. Indeed, 
there is for him no authority over those who believe and rely upon their Lord. His authority 
is only over those who take him as an ally and those who associate partners with 
Him." Sürah an-Nahl (16): 98-100. 


“Indeed, the one who seeks refuge with Allāh is seeking protection with Him, seeking 
refuge with Him, seeking deliverance with Him from Shaytan. So, the one seeking refuge 
with other than Him is seeking protection with him, so if the servant seeks refuge with his 
Lord, then he is seeking protection with Him, placing his trust upon Him. So Allah grants 
him refuge from Shaytan, and affords him protection from him." 


See Majmū' al-Fatāwā (vol. 7, p. 283) 
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[Asking for Help from Allah] 
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The proof for seeking rescue (Istighathah) is Allah’s saying: “And remember when you 
sought help from your Lord and He responded to you...” - Surah al-Anfal (8): 9 


Notes: 


Al-Istighathah means to seek rescue and relief from Allah. It is a supplication that is made 
when one is in a severe state of distress. The difference between Istighathah and Du‘a’ is 
that Du‘a’ is performed in times of ease and difficulty, whereas Istighathah is made in times 
of distress and difficulty only. 


Seeking rescue and relief is solely the right of Allah. 


And remember when you sought help from your Lord and He responded to you: This verse 
is in relation to the battle of Badr, when the Prophet # sought rescue and deliverance 
from Allah for the believers on that day. Allah answered his supplication and sent angels 
to assist the believers in battle. 


It has been narrated on the authority of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab who said: “When it was the 
day on which the Battle of Badr was fought, the Messenger of Allah #8 cast a glance at the 
infidels, and they were one thousand while his own Companions were three hundred and 
nineteen. The Prophet # turned (his face) towards the Qiblah, then he stretched his hands 
and began his supplication to his Lord: 


“O Allāh, accomplish for me what You have promised to me. O Allāh, bring about what You 
have promised to me. O Allāh, if this small band of Muslims is destroyed, You will not be 
worshipped on this earth.” 


He continued his supplication to his Lord, stretching his hands, facing the Qiblah, until his 
mantle slipped down from his shoulders. So, Abū Bakr came to him, picked up his mantle 
and put it on his shoulders. Then he embraced him from behind and said: “Prophet of Allāh, 
this prayer of yours to your Lord will suffice you, and He will fulfil for you what He has 
promised you.” So Allāh, the Glorious and Exalted, revealed (the ayah): "When you sought 
help from your Lord and He responded to you: I will help you with one thousand angels 
coming in succession.” So Allāh helped him with angels.” 


Recorded in Sahth Muslim (no. 1763) 
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[Offering Sacrifice for Allah] 


y (162) Gali c5 & as kn Seg gre 5) Bb idus d ca uas 


^ z 


[163-162:6w9] énaka! Ji Gia ops ius d dos 


The proof for offering sacrifices (Dhabah) is Allah’s saying: “Say: Verily my prayer, my 
sacrificial offerings, my living and my dying are for Allah, Lord of the Worlds. He has no 
partner. And of this | have been commanded, and | am the first of the Muslims." 

- Surah al-An‘am (6): 162-163 
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And from the Sunnah is: ^May Allah curse the one who offers a sacrifice to other than 
Allah." - Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 1978) 


Notes: 


Sacrificing animals for the sake of Allah is from the actions of a Muslim. It is not allowed to 
sacrifice an animal for anyone or anything else. 


This verse is a command to single out these various acts for the sake of Allah alone. 
There are two main types of sacrifice: 
1) Legislated by the Shari'ah: This is every sacrifice that has been legislated by Allah 
like the al-Hadi (the sacrifice made by the person performing Hajj) and others. 
These are sacrifices that are all for the sake of Allah alone. 
2) Sacrifice regarded as Shirk: These are sacrifices that are made for other than Allah, 
like for the jinn, graves and idols. They sacrifice to them to seek nearness to them 


and to request to achieve a high degree in the Hereafter. The one that performs 
this type of sacrifice has committed Major Shirk and has left the fold of Islam. 
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[Making Oaths by Allah] 
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The proof for making oaths (Nadhar) is Allah’s saying: “They are those who fulfil their 
vows and fear a Day whose evil will be widespread.” - Surah al-Insan (76): 7 


Notes: 

The meaning of Nadhar is the vow from a true believer. So, a vow is the action, on the part 
of a person who is adult and of sound mind, of obliging himself to do something that is not 
obligatory, whether he intends to do it straight away or makes his doing it conditional 
upon something else. 


See Mufradat Alfaz al-Qur’an (p. 797) of al-Asfahani. 


When a person swears by Allah that he'll do something in the future, that is considered, in 
Islam, as an oath that is obligatory to be fulfilled as long as it is does not involve sin. 


‘A’ishah narrated that the Prophet # said, "Whoever vowed to be obedient to Allah must 
be obedient to Him; and whoever vowed to be disobedient to Allah should not be disobedient 
to Him.” - Recorded in Sahth al-Bukhari (no. 6700) 

Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyah said: “If aman intends to vow to do some act of worship and 
obedience to Allah, then he must fulfil it. If he does not fulfil his vow to Allah, then he must 
offer kafarat ul-yamin (legislated expiation — feed or cloth 10 needy people, or free a slave, 
or, if still not able, fast for three days), according to the majority of the Salaf.” 

See Majmü' al-Fatawá (33/49). 

Types of vows and their fulfilment — We will only mention two but there are more: 


1) Vows which must be fulfilled (vows to do acts of worship and obedience to Allah): 


This includes every vow which involves a promise to do some kind of act of worship, 
such as praying, fasting, performing *Umrah or Hajj, etc. 


2) Vows which it is forbidden to fulfil (vows to commit sin): 


This is every vow which involves disobedience to Allah. It is forbidden to fulfil vows 
which promise to do some sin. 


There are also other types of vows. 
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[The Second Principle - Knowing the Religion of Islam] 
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The Second Fundamental Principle: Knowing the Religion of Islam, based on evidences. 
Notes: 


The Religion of Islam: This is the religion that was sent with all the messengers of Allah, 
from Nuh (Noah) to Muhammad &&. Allàh mentions about Nüh (peace be upon him): 
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“And | have been commanded to be one of the Muslims (those who submit to Allah's Will)." 
- Sürah Yünus (10): 72 


He also mentions about Prophets Ibrahim and Ya'qüb: 
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“When his Lord said to him, ‘Submit (i.e. be a Muslim)” He said, ‘I have submitted myself (as 
a Muslim) to the Lord of the 'Alamin (all of creation).' (132) And this (submission) was 
enjoined by Ibrahim (Abraham) upon his sons and by Ya'qüb (Jacob), (who said), *O my 
sons! Allah has chosen for you the (true) religion, then die not except that you are Muslims 


(i.e. you have submitted to Allah and the true Religion).’” - Surah al-Baqarah (2): 131-132 


And He mentions about the Hawariyün, the followers of Prophet ‘Isa: 
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*.... and bear witness that we are Muslims (i.e. we submit to Allah)." 
- Sirah Ali-‘Imran (3): 52 
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This (i.e. Islam) means submitting to Allah by way of Tawhid, surrendering one’s (full) 
obedience to Him, and freeing oneself from Shirk and its people. This can be divided into 
three levels: Islam, Iman and Ihsan. Each of these levels has its own pillars. 


Notes: 


Submitting to Allah by way of Tawhid: Islam means to worship Allah alone without 
associating partners with Him. 


Surrendering one’s obedience to Him: This means one must submit wholeheartedly to 
Tawhid. 


Freeing ourselves from Shirk and its people: This means to make Bara’ah — freeing 
oneself, disavowal, rejection — from the polytheists. This is the true reality of Islam, and it 
was the way of all the messengers that were sent, as they all rejected the Shirk committed 
by parts of their nation. 


This can be divided into three levels: The first level is being a Muslim, the second level is 
being a Mu’min, the highest level is being a Muhsin. These categories can be found in the 
narration of Jibril when he came and questioned the Prophet Muhammad &$ about all 
three matters and more. 
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[The Pillars of Islam] 
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The pillars of Islam are five: 


1. The testimony that there is no deity that has the right to be worshipped except 
Allah, and that Muhammad & is the Messenger of Allah; 

Establishing the Prayer; 

Giving the Zakah; 

Fasting in Ramadan; and 

Performing Hajj to Allah’s Sacred House. 
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Notes: 


These are the fundamentals of the religion. These five pillars are taken from the Prophetic 
narration: It was narrated by Ibn ‘Umar that Allah's Messenger & said: 


“Islam is based on (the following) five: (1) To testify that none has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah and Muhammad is Allah's Messenger (#8). (2) To offer the 
(compulsory congregational) prayers dutifully and perfectly. (3) To pay Zakat (i.e. 
obligatory charity). (4) To perform Hajj. (i.e. Pilgrimage to Makkah). (5) To observe fasting 
during the month of Ramadan.” 


Recorded in Sahth al-Bukhari (no. 8) and Sahih Muslim (no. 16) 


Islam is both belief and laws, in which Allah and His Messenger have told us what is 
permissible and what is prohibited, morals and good manners, acts of worship and how to 
interact with people, rights and duties, and scenes of the resurrection. When Allah 
completed this religion, He chose it to be the way of life for all of mankind until the Hour 
begins: 
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“This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favour upon you, and have 
chosen for you Islam as your religion." - Sürah al-Ma'idah (5): 3. 
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[First Pillar: The Testimony of Faith] 
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The proof for the testimony of Faith is Allah’s saying: “Allah bears witness that there is no 
deity that has the right to be worshipped except Him, and so do the angels and those who 
possess knowledge (i.e. they also bear witness). He is always maintaining His creation with 
justice. None has the right to be worshipped but Him, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.” - Surah 
Ali-‘Imran (3): 18 


Notes: 


This is the proof for the testimony of faith. Allah also says: 
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“And We did not send any Messenger before you (O Muhammad #8) except that We 
inspired him (saying): La ilaha illa Ana [none has the right to be worshipped but | (Allah) ], so 
worship Me (Alone and none else)." - Sürah al-Anbiya' (21): 25 


Allah the Most High says: 
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“You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask for help (for everything).” 
- Surah al-Fatihah (1): 5 
There are many verses in the Qur’an as evidence for the above. 
Al-Bukhari reported: It was said to Wahb ibn Munabbih, may Allah have mercy on him, “Is 
not the key to Paradise the statement: There is no deity worthy of worship but Allah?” 
Wahb said, “Of course, but rather every key has ridges. If you come with the correct key, the 


door will be opened for you; otherwise, it will never open.” 


Recorded in Sahth al-Bukhari (no. 1180) 
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The meaning of it (i.e. the Testimony of Faith) is: There is no one that has the right to be 
worshipped except Allah, alone. Là ilaha negates everything that is worshipped besides 
Allah, while ill-Allah affirms the worship of only Allah, free from any partner being mixed 
in with His worship, just as there is no partner mixed in with His Dominion. 


Notes: 


No one that has the right to be worshipped except Allah, alone: The Testimony of Faith 
affirms that there is no equal to Allah and Allah alone is worshipped. The polytheists 
worship others besides Allah who have no right to be worshipped. 


Allah says: 
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“That is because Allāh is the Truth (the only True God of all that exists, Who has no partners 
or rivals with Him), and what they (the polytheists) invoke besides Him, it 
is Batil (falsehood)." - Sürah al-Hajj (22): 62 


Then he explains the meaning of La ilaha ill-Allah, which consists of negation and 
affirmation. La ilaha is the negation of making any equals with Allah, while ill-Allah is the 
affirmation that only Allah has the right and deserves to be worshipped. 
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An explanation of this, which clarifies it further, is found in Allah’s saying: “And 
remember when Ibrahim said to his father and to his people: ‘Verily, | am free from all that 
you worship - except for He who created Me, and verily He will guide me.’ And He made it 
a statement that will endure among his offspring that they may turn back to (it)." - Sürah 
az-Zukhruf (43): 26-28 


Notes: 
These verses prove that saying and believing the words of Tawhid (La ilaha ill-Allah) 


includes freeing oneself from the people of Shirk, their acts of Shirk and rejecting them. 
This is known as Bara'ah. 
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Allah says regarding this: 
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“Verily, they are enemies to me, except the Lord of the ‘Alamin (all of creation).” 
- Surah ash-Shu‘ara’ (26): 77 


— 


Allah the Most High also says: 
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“Indeed, there has been an excellent example for you in Ibrahim (Abraham) and those with 
him, when they said to their people: 'Verily, we are free from you and whatever you worship 


besides Allah; we have rejected you, and there has started between us and you hostility and 
hatred for ever, until you believe in Allah Alone." - Sūrah al-Mumtahinah (60): 4 
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The concept of Tawhid therefore includes Bara’ah from the polytheists and their actions 
and what they worship other than Allah. 
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And Allah’s saying: “Say: ‘O People of the Scripture (i.e. Jews and Christians)! Come to a 
word that is just between us and you - that we worship none but Allah alone and that we 
associate no partners with Him, and that none of us shall take others as lords besides Allah.’ 
Then if they turn away, say: ‘Bear witness that we are Muslims.’” - Sarah Ali-‘Imran (3): 64 


Notes: 
This proves that the concept of Tawhid includes singling out Allah in Lordship (Rububiyah) 


and worshipping Him Alone (Uluhiyah). None of creation should take others as lords 
beside Allah, and also none should worship others beside Allah. 
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The proof for testifying that Muhammad #8 is the Messenger of Allah is His saying: 
“Verily there has come to you a Messenger from amongst yourselves. It grieves him that 
you should receive any injury or difficulty. He is anxious over you (to be guided) and he is 
full of kindness and mercy towards the believers." - Sarah at-Tawbah (9): 128 


Notes: 


From amongst yourselves: The Prophet # came from the Quraysh and the Arabs, and 
they knew his lineage and his life before revelation. 


He is anxious over you: The Prophet &$ wanted his people to be guided, to the extent that 
it would distress him if his people didn't accept his call to Islam. Allah says: 
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“So do not destroy yourself (O Muhammad $) in sorrow for them.” Sūrah Fātir (35): 8. 
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“It may be that you (O Muhammad &&) are going to kill yourself with grief that they do not 
become believers [in your message of Islamic Monotheism]." Sürah ash-Shu'ara' (26): 3. 
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The meaning of testifying that Muhammad # is the Messenger of Allah is: obeying him 
in what he commanded, believing him in what he informed us of, avoiding what he 
forbade and warned against, and not worshipping Allah except by what he prescribed. 


Notes: 
Testifying that Muhammad #8 is the Messenger of Allah: This means acknowledging and 


having firm conviction and certainty that he is the Messenger of Allah #8 sent to the whole 
of mankind. 
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Obeying him in what he has commanded: Allah says regarding this: 
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“Obey Allah and obey the Messenger (Muhammad &$)." - Sūrah at-Taghābun (64): 12 


Allah also says: 


45555 Shs dos dt Ign plos 


“And obey Allah and the Messenger (Muhammad $) that you may obtain mercy.” 
- Sürah Ali-'Imran (3): 132 
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“And follow him so that you may be guided." - Sürah al-A'raf (7): 158 


Not worshipping Allah except by what He prescribed: There are two conditions that must 
be met for any act of worship to be accepted: 


1) The act must be performed with sincerity, for the pleasure of Allah only. 
2) Theact must be in accordance with what Allàh and His Messenger &$ have ordered. 


Any act which is not in accordance with what he came with will be invalid and not 
accepted. 


[Prayer & Zakah] 
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The proof for prayer and Zakah and the explanation of Tawhid is found in Allah’s saying: 
“And they were not commanded except that they should worship Allah, making the religion 
(i.e. worship) solely for Him alone, and that they should perform the prayer and give the 
Zakāh. And that is the right Religion.” - Sūrah al-Bayyinah (98): 5 


Notes: 


These three pillars — the Shahadah, Salah and Zakah — are from the greatest pillars of Islam. 
The Qur’an and Sunnah mention them together on many occasions. 
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For example, Allah says: 
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“But if they repent (from performing Shirk) and perform as-Salah and give Zakah, then they 
are your brethren in religion. (In this way) We explain the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, 


lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) in detail for a people who know." - Sürah at-Tawbah (9): t1. 


The first of the obligations after the Shahadah are the five daily prayers, and the Zakāh is 
in close relation to it in the Qur'àn and Sunnah. 


Prayer is the right of Allāh on His slaves in the day and night. Zakāh is the right of Allāh on 
his slaves in regards to their wealth. This is mentioned in a Prophetic narration on the 


authority of Ibn ‘Abbas that the Prophet & sent Mu‘adh to Yemen and said, 


“Invite the people to testify that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah and | am 
Allah's Messenger (2), and if they obey you, then teach them that Allah has enjoined on 


them five prayers in every day and night (in twenty-four hours), and if they obey you, then 
teach them that Allah has made it obligatory for them to pay the Zakah from their property 
and it is to be taken from the wealthy among them and given to the poor.” 


Recorded in Sahth al-Bukhart (no. 1395) and Sahih Muslim (no. 19) 


[Fasting] 
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The proof for fasting is Allah's saying: ^O you who believe! Fasting is prescribed for you 
just as it was prescribed for those before you, in order that you may acquire Taqwá 
(dutifulness to Allah)." - Sürah al-Baqarah (2): 183 


Notes: 


Fasting is prescribed for you: What is meant here is that fasting of the month of Ramadan 
is obligatory, as mentioned in the following verse: 


^ 
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“The month of Ramadan in which was revealed the Qur'an." — up to: 
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“So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night of) the month (of Ramadan), he 
must observe Sawm (fast) that month." - Sürah al-Baqarah (2): 185 


It is also mentioned in the Prophetic narration: “Islam is built upon five ... To observe fasting 
during the month of Ramadan.” 


Recorded in Sahth al-Bukhari (no. 8) and Sahih Muslim (no. 16) on the authority of ‘Abdullah 
ibn ‘Umar. 


[Hajj - Pilgrimage] 
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The proof for Hajj is Allah's saying: “And the Hajj (pilgrimage) to the House (Ka'bah) is a 
duty that mankind owes to Allāh for those who are able to do it. And whoever disbelieves 
(by denying Hajj), then indeed Allāh is not in need of any of His creation.” - Sūrah Āli-‘Imrān 
(3): 97 


Notes: 


Hajj is the fifth pillar in Islām and it is obligatory upon every able Muslim to perform once 
in their life. 


Hajj is an occasion on which the unity of the Muslims, their strength and pride, are made 
manifest. For the Lord is One, the Book is one, the Messenger is one, the Ummah is one, 
their worship is one and their clothing is one. 


Hajj has its own etiquette and conditions which the Muslims must observe, such as 
restraining their tongues, hearing and sight from all that Allāh has forbidden, being sincere 
in their intentions, using money from permissible means for Hajj, fostering the best 
attitude, and avoiding everything that could invalidate the Hajj, such as sexual relations, 
sin or arguing unjustly. 
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[The Level of Iman] 
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The Level of Iman: Iman consists of more than seventy branches. The highest of them is 
saying La ilaha ill-Allah and the lowest of them is moving a harmful object from the road. 
And Haya’ (modesty) is a branch from Iman. 


Notes: 


Iman consists of more than seventy branches: There many branches of faith, some 
internal and some apparent. The most virtuous of these is the concept of Tawhid - La ilaha 
ill-Allah — which is the foundation (Asl) of the religion which was sent with all Allah's 
messengers. Affirming that Muhammad $ is the Messenger of Allāh is also from the 
foundation of the religion. 


Abū Hurayrah reported: The Messenger of Allāh & said, 

“Faith has sixty to seventy branches, the best of which is to declare there is no God but 
Allāh, the least of which is to remove something harmful from the road, and modesty is a 
branch of faith.” 

Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari (no. 9) and Sahih Muslim (no. 35). 
Moving a harmful object from the road: Even removing any harmful object from a 
pathway is from the branches of faith. This is an evidence that shows faith is statement 
and action, and this is what Ahlus-Sunnah (the people of the Sunnah) believe. 
Iman according to Ahlus-Sunnah is: 

1) Affirmation in the heart 

2) Speech of the tongue 

3) Actions of the limbs 
Iman increase by acts of obedience to Allah and decreases by acts of disobedience. 
Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyah said: “Among the principles of the people of the Sunnah and 
the community is that the religion and faith consists of sayings and actions: the sayings of 


the heart and the tongue, and the actions of the heart, tongue, and limbs.” 


He also said: “Faith increase by acts of obedience to Allah and decreases by acts of 
disobedience.” 


See Al-‘Aqidah al-Wasitiyah (1/264) 
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And its pillars are six: that you believe in Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers, the 
Last Day, and al-Qadr (Divine Pre-Decree) - the good of it and the bad of it. 


Notes: 
There are six pillars of faith, as mentioned the narration of Jibril. Faith means believing in 
these six matters. This belief is an individual obligation on every Muslim. As for learning 
each pillar in detail, that is Fard Kifayah — i.e. a communal obligation upon all Muslims. If 
anyone learns the detailed meaning of each pillar, that person is then obliged to believe in 
all that they have learned. 
That you believe in Allah: This includes: 

o Belief in the existence of Allah 

o Belief in Rubūbīyah (Lordship) 

o Beliefin Ulūhīyah (the right to be worshipped alone) 

o Belief in Asma’ was-Sifat (Names and Attributes of Allah) 


His angels: It is obligatory to believe in everything that has been informed to us by Allah 
and His Messenger about the angels, including their names, descriptions and actions. 


For example, from the angels are those that write all the deeds of man. Allah says: 
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“But verily, over you (are appointed angels) to watch you. (11) 
Kiraman (honourable) Katibin writing down (your deeds).” - Surah al-Infitar (82): 10-11 


There are also angels who guard us from the front and rear with the permission of Allah: 
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“For each (person), there are angels in succession, before and behind him. They 
guard him by the Command of Allāh.” - Sürah ar-Ra'd (13): 11 


There are also angels that come down to take the souls of mankind: 
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*,.. until when death approaches one of you, Our messengers (the Angel of Death 
and his assistants) take his soul, and they never neglect their duty.” 
- Surah al-An‘am (6): 61 
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There are also angels responsible for bringing the revelation: 


bêngkah ia Sd D iat ey e Spi 


^ (193) Which the trustworthy Rüh [Jibril (Gabriel)] has brought down; (194) Upon your 
heart (O Muhammad && ) that you may be (one) of the warners." 
- Sürah ash-Shu'ara' (26): 193-194 
His books: We must firmly believe in all the books sent by Allah and what they contain. 
From the revealed books are the Tawrah, the Injil and the Zabür, as well as the Qur'an, 
which is the most virtuous of all the books. 
His messengers: Belief in Allah's messengers is of two types: 


1) Firstly, Muslims must believe in all the messengers that have been sent. 


2) Secondly, we must believe in all the stories of the prophets and messengers that 
have been told to us by Allah and His Messenger #8. He says: 
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"And messengers We have mentioned to you before, and messengers We have not 
mentioned to you, and to Müsá (Moses) Allah spoke directly." - Sürah an-Nisa' (4): 
164 
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The Last Day: This includes believing in the Day of Resurrection and believing in everything 
that happens after death, such as the punishment of the grave and the blessings in it, as 
well as everything that happens after we are resurrected: our reckoning, the fountain, the 
scales and the last destinations of Hellfire and Paradise. 


Al-Qadr (Divine Pre-Decree) - the good of it and the bad of it: This is to believe that 
everything happens by the Will of Allah and Allah knows everything that will take place. 


No one is regarded as a believer until he believes in all six pillars of faith. 
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And the proof for these six pillars is Allah's statement: “Righteousness (birr) is not that 

you turn your faces towards the east and the west (in prayer), but rather righteousness 


(birr) is (for) the one who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the books and the 
prophets." - Sürah al-Baqarah (2): 177 
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And the proof for al-Qadr (Pre-Decree) is Allah’s saying: “Verily, We have created all things 
with Qadr (divine pre-decree ordained for it).” - Sdrah al-Qamar (54): 49. 


Notes: 
Belief in al-Qadr has four categories: 


1) Allah has knowledge of all affairs before and after anything happens. He knows 
which of His slaves will be obedient or which will disobedient. 


2) Allah has written down everything that will happen (in Lawhil-Mahfüz). 


3) Everything happens in accordance with what He wills. Whatever He wills takes 
place and whatever He does not will does not take place. 


4) Allah is the Creator of everything that takes place. 
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[The Level of Ihsan] 
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The Third Level: Ihsan is one pillar, and it means to worship Allah as if you see Him, for 
even if you don't see Him, He indeed sees you. 


Notes: 


The level of Ihsan is the highest of degrees in the degrees of Islam. It includes Islam and 
Iman. The scholars have mentioned that every Mu’min is also a Muslim, but not vice versa. 
And every Muhsin is also a Mu’min, but not vice versa. 


Ihsan can be of two types: 


o Ihsan (Excellence) between the slave and his Lord (Allah). We must worship Allah 
sincerely and strive to perfect our worship to Him. Allah says: 
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“And who can be better in religion than one who submits his face (himself) to Allah 
(i.e. follows Allah’s religion of Islamic Monotheism), and he is a Muhsin (a good- 
doer).” - Surah an-Nisa’ (4): 125 


As mentioned in the Prophetic narration of Jibril when he asked: “Now inform me 
about Ihsan?” He & said, “It is that you worship Allah as if you see Him, for even if 
you don’t see Him, He indeed sees you.” 


o Performing Ihsan with what is between him and the rest of creation - even the 
animals are included in this. 


Shaddād ibn Aws reported: The Messenger of Allāh #8 said, “Verily, Allah has 
prescribed excellence in everything. If you have to kill, kill in the best manner. If you 
have to slaughter, slaughter in the best manner. Let one of you sharpen his knife, so 
his animal is spared of suffering.” 


Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 1955) 
To worship Allah as if you see Him, but even if you don't see Him, He indeed sees you: 
This means to worship Allāh as though He is in front of you, even though you are not able 


to see Him. The believers cannot see Him in this world, but they will see Him on the Day of 
Resurrection, as this has been mentioned in the Qur’an and in many Prophetic narrations. 
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In this world, the believer should always be aware that Allah can see him, and they should 
worship Him with this knowledge in mind. 
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The proof for this is Allah’s saying: “Verily, Allah is with those who have Taqwa 
(dutifulness to Allah) and those who have Ihsan.” - Surah an-Nahl(16): 128 


Notes: 


Allah is with those who have Taqwa and those who have Ihsan: This proves the concept 
of Ma‘lyah — that Allah is with His creation with knowledge and assistance. It is not 
understood to say Allah is one with His creation as some deviant sects believe. 


Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahman al-Barrak only mentions the specific type of Ma‘tyah in his 
explanation. Below, we will explain both the general type of Ma'īyah and the specific type. 


1) As for the general Ma'īyah, it means Allāh is with all of His creation - the believers 
and disbelievers, the righteous and the wicked - with His Knowledge. He Sees what 
they do and Hears what they say. This type of Ma'tyah compels the one who 
believes in it to be always concerned and watchful over his relationship with Allah. 


The evidence for this type of Ma'īyah is Allāh's statement: 
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“And He is with you (by His Knowledge) wherever you may be." - Sürah al-Hadid (57): 4 


2) As for the specific Ma'īyah, it implies Allah is giving victory, protection, and 
assistance to whomever it is associated with. This is specific to the believers only. 


The evidence for this type of Ma‘tyah is Allah’s statement: 
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“If you do not help him (Muhammad $), then Allāh did indeed help him when the 
disbelievers drove him out, the second of two, when they (Muhammad &$ and Abü Bakr) 


were in the cave, and he said to his companion (Abü Bakr): 'Be not sad (or afraid), surely 
Allāh is with us.” - Sürah at-Tawbah (9): 40 
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Allah also mentions about what He said to Müsá and Harün: 
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“He (Allāh) said, ‘Fear not, verily! I am with you both, hearing and seeing. 
- Surah Taha (20): 46 
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And His saying: “And put your trust in the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful, who sees you when 
you stand up (for prayer at night), and (who sees) your movements among those who 
prostrate themselves (to Him). Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.” - Sirah ash- 
Shufarā' (26): 217-220 


Notes: 
Put your trust in the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful: The meaning here is for the believer 
to rely on Allah regarding all his affairs, as Allah is aware of everything we are going 


through. If you rely on Allah, then Allah is sufficient for you. 


Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower: Allah hears everything that can be heard, and 
He knows everything in the heavens and earth. 


Us 


And His saying: “There is no deed that you (O Muhammad ##) do, nor any portion of the 
Our'ān that you recite, nor any deed that you (humans) do, except that We are witnesses 
to it while you are doing it.” - Sūrah Yūnus (10): 61 


Notes: 
Except that We are witnesses to it: This verse shows that Allāh is aware of all of our actions 


and witnesses them. This serves as a reminder that we must continuously strive to do good 
deeds and always remember that Allāh is watching us. 
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The proof from the Sunnah is the famous hadith of Jibril, on the authority of ‘Umar ibn 
al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: “One day we were sitting with the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) when there appeared to us a man with 
extremely white garments and extremely black hair. No trace of journeying could be 
seen on him nor did any amongst us recognise him. Then he sat in front of the Prophet, 
lining up his knees with his (&5) knees and placing his palms upon his (#) thighs, and he 
said, ‘© Muhammad ($), inform me about Islam.” 


Notes: 


O Muhammad, inform me about Islām: Jibril addressed the Prophet by only his name, 
which was the way some of the Bedouin Arabs would call him. The Sahabah, on the other 
hand, would say 'O Messenger of Allāh” or 'O Prophet of Allāh” — and this was the best way 
to address him. 
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“So the Messenger of Allah êÉ said, “It is that you testify that there is no deity that has the 
right to be worshipped except Allāh, and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allāh. And 
that you establish the prayer, give the Zakāh, fast during Ramadan, and perform the Hajj 
(pilgrimage) to (Allah's) House if you are able to do it.’ He said: ‘You have spoken 
truthfully.’ So we were amazed at him: he had asked him and then told him he was 
truthful!” 
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“He said: ‘Now inform me about Iman?’ 


He & said, ‘It is that you believe in Allah, His angels, His (revealed) books, His messengers 
and the Last Day, and that you believe in al-Qadr, the good of it and the bad of it.’ He said: 
‘You have spoken truthfully.’” 
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Notes: 


Inform me about Iman: The Prophet’s & answer made it clear that there are six pillars of 
faith that Muslims are obligated to believe in. 
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“He said, ‘Now inform me about Ihsan?’ He & said, ‘It is that you worship Allah as if you 
see Him, for even if you don’t see Him, He indeed sees you.’” 
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“He said, ‘Now inform me about the (Final) Hour?’ He & said, ‘The one who is being 
asked does not have any more knowledge of it than the one who is asking.” 
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“He said, ‘Then inform me about its signs?’ He #8 said, ‘It will be when the mother gives 
birth to her (female) master, and when the barefooted, barren and lowly shepherds will 
compete with one another in constructing tall buildings." 


Notes: 


It will be when the mother gives birth to her (female) master: The meaning which seems 
correct is that one of the signs of the Final Hour is that slavery will be widespread. During 
this time, slave-women will bear children for their masters, and these children will in turn 
become the slave-women's masters. 


When the barefooted, barren and lowly shepherds will compete with one another in 
constructing tall buildings: This refers to the people of the desert, who will make cities 
and compete with each other to build tall buildings. This is from the signs of the end of 


time. 


And there are many other signs of the end of time found in various evidences. 
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He (‘Umar) said, “Then he left, and we remained (seated) there for a while. Then he & 
said, ʻO ‘Umar, do you know who the questioner was?’ I said, ‘Allah and His Messenger 
know best.’ He & said: ‘That was Jibril who came to you to teach you your Religion.” 


Notes: 
This is a great narration which comprises the foundations of the Islamic Creed and 


righteous actions. It also mentions the different levels in Islam and some signs of the Last 
Hour. 
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[The Third Principle - Knowledge of the Prophet] 


[The Lineage of the Prophet] 
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Knowledge of your Prophet, Muhammad & : He is Muhammad, the son of ‘Abdullah, the 
son of ‘Abdul-Muttalib, the son of Hashim. Hashim was from the (the tribe of) Quraysh 
and Quraysh was from the Arabs. And the Arabs are from the offspring of (Prophet) 
Isma‘il, son of (Prophet) Ibrahim, Al-Khalil (the Friend of Allah). May Allah send the best 
of His peace and blessings on him and on our Prophet (Muhammad). 

Notes: 

Knowledge of your Prophet, Muhammad 8: The Imam is now informing us of the Third 
Principle: knowledge of the Risalah — the Messengership — of the Prophet Muhammad &, 
who was sent by Allah to the whole of mankind with the religion of Islam. 


The Arabs are from the offspring of Isma‘Tl: The lineage of the Prophet Muhammad &$ is 
from Prophet Ismail, who was the son of Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon them both). 


On the authority of Wathilah ibn al-Asqa that the Prophet & said, “Verily, Allah chose 
Kindnah from the sons of Isma‘il, he chose the Quraysh from Kinanah, he chose the tribe of 


Hashim from the Quraysh, and he chose me from the tribe of Hashim.” 


Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 2276) 
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And he (Prophet Muhammad &$) lived for sixty-three years, forty of which were prior to 
his prophethood and twenty-three of which he spent as a prophet and a messenger. 


Notes: 


Forty of which were prior to his prophethood: Before the age of forty, he did not know 
of any revelation. Allah says: 


“And before this (i.e. before the coming of Divine Inspiration to you), you were among 
those who knew nothing about it (the Qur'an)." Sürah Yusuf (12): 4 
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Allah also says: 
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“Say (O Muhammad #8): ‘If Allah had so willed, | would not have recited it to you, nor would 
He have made it known to you. Verily, | have stayed amongst you a lifetime before this. Have 
you then no sense?” Sirah Yunus (10): 16 


Thus, he was a prophet and messenger for twenty-three years. 


[Prophethood & Messengership] 
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He became a prophet due to (Allah’s saying): “Read” [Surah ‘Alaq (96): 1]. And he became 
a messenger due to: ^O you wrapped in garments." [Sürah al-Muddaththir (74): 1]. His 
homeland was Makkah, and Allāh sent him to warn against Shirk (polytheism) and to call 
to Tawhid (pure monotheism). 


Notes: 
His homeland was Makkah: The home city of the Prophet was Makkah. Makkah is the most 


virtuous city and the most beloved city to Allah. The Prophet later emigrated to Madinah, 
with Allah’s permission, at aged fifty-three. 
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The proof for this is Allah's saying: “O you wrapped in garments! Rise and warn! And 
magnify your Lord (Allah). And purify your garments. And abandon idols (ar-Rujz). And do 


not give away something in order to have more. And be patient for the sake of your 
Lord." [Sürah al-Muddaththir (74): 1-7] 
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And the meaning of: “Rise and warn” is: warn against Shirk and call to Tawhid. “And 
magnify your Lord” means: glorify Him by way of Tawhid. “And purify your garments” 
means: cleanse your actions from Shirk. “And abandon ar-Rujz" - “ar-Rujz” means idols, 
and “hajr” means shunning them, and freeing and disassociating oneself from them and 
their people. 


Notes: 


Rise and warn: This means warning people of the punishment of Allah and warning them 
of the reasons that lead to punishment. We must warn, denounce and reject Shirk and call 
to Tawhid only. 


And magnify your Lord: This means glorifying Tawhid, and to have sincerity in following 
the Qur’an and Sunnah. 


And purify your garments: This means to purify our actions by not committing Shirk and 
sins. It is also means to purify one’s garments from impurity. 


And abandon ar-Rujz (the idol): It is not sufficient to worship Allah; but it is a must that 
this be coupled with disassociation from Shirk and the people of Shirk. Al-Bara’ah — 
disassociation — is to hate and renounce Shirk and its people. 


Abii Umamah reported: The Messenger of Allah # said, “Whoever loves for the sake of 
Allah, hates for the sake of Allah, gives for the sake of Allah, and withholds for the sake of 
Allah has perfected the faith.” 


Recorded in Sunan Abi Dawud (no. 4681) 

Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyah said: “The Dedlaration of Faith, there is no deity worthy of 
worship except Allah, requires you to love only for the sake of Allah, to hate only for the 
sake of Allah, to ally yourself only for the sake of Allah, to declare enmity only for the sake 


of Allah; it requires you to love what Allah loves and to hate what Allah hates." 


See Al-Ihtijāj bil-Qadar (p. 62) 
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[Makkan Period] 
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He carried out this duty for ten years, calling to Tawhid. And after ten years, he was taken 
up to the heavens (Mi‘raj), where the five daily prayers were made obligatory on him. So 
he prayed in Makkah for three years. Thereafter, he was ordered to make the Hijrah 
(migration) to Madinah. 


Notes: 


He carried out this duty for ten years: The Prophet && called to Tawhid for ten years in 
Makkah. He also ordered people to possess good character, forgive each other, maintain 
the ties of kinship and be truthful. 


After ten years, he was taken up to the heavens (Mi'raj): This refers to the miraculous 
Night Journey and Ascension, which occurred after ten years of revelation and calling to 
Tawhid. Allah says, 
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“Glorified (and Exalted) be He (Allah) [above all that (evil) they associate with Him] Who 
took His slave (Muhammad) for a journey by night from al-Masjid al-Haram (at Makkah) to 
the farthest mosque (Masjid al-Aqsd in Jerusalem), the neighbourhood whereof We have 
blessed, in order that We might show him (Muhammad) of Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, 
lessons, signs, etc.). Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.” - Sirah al-Isra’ (17): 1. 


The night journey is mentioned in the authentic Sunnah in detail. The Prophet went on the 
night journey while awake and with his body and soul. During this journey, Allah prescribed 
the five daily prayers upon the Prophet & and the Muslims. 


So he prayed in Makkah for three years: This means that he prayed the five daily prayers 
in Makkah for three years after the night journey - i.e. until he left Makkah. 


He was ordered to make the Hijrah (migration) to Madinah: After the Prophet # and his 
companions were harmed by the Mushrikin, they were ordered to emigrate to Madinah. 


Before the emigration to Madinah, there had been two emigrations to Habashah (modern- 
day Ethiopia) twice. This was because some of the Companions were given permission to 
escape the harm the polytheists were inflicting upon them, so they sought refuge under 
the just king of Habashah. 
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Then Allah gave permission for all the Muslims to migrate to Madinah, including the 
Prophet &$. After Islam spread in Madinah, it became the Islamic state, and its people 
wanted to be under the leadership of the Prophet &$. Thus, delegations from the Ansar 
(people of Madinah) pledged allegiance (Bay‘ah) to protect and support the Prophet #8, 
and thereafter, the Prophet and his companion Abt Bakr migrated to Madinah. 


[Hijrah - Migration] 
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Hijrah means moving from a land of Shirk to a land of Islam. It is obligatory upon this 
Ummah to migrate from a land of Shirk to a land of Islam, and this is everlasting until the 
(Final) Hour is established. 


Notes: 


Hijrah means moving from a land of Shirk to a land of Islam: The linguistic meaning of 
Hijrah is to leave something - to abandon. 


In Islamic terminology it means to move from a non-Muslim place of abode to a place 
where there is a presence of Islam. 


See Fath al-Bārī (Vol.1/16) 
The land of Islam and the land of disbelief: 


o The Abode of Islam is any land that is ruled by the Muslims, where the Shari'ah is 
the supreme law and the Muslims hold political power. It is Dar ul-Islam, even if the 
majority of the population are disbelievers, so long as the Muslims rule it according 
to the Sharī'ah. 


o The Abode of Disbelief is whatever land is ruled by the disbelievers, in which the 
laws of the disbelievers are supreme and political power is in their hands. These 
lands may be of two types. One which is at war with the Muslims and one which 
enjoys a truce with them. The determining factor is that it is ruled by the laws of 
the disbelievers, for it is the "Abode of Disbelief' or "Dār ul-Kufr", even if a large 
majority of Muslims live there. 


See Shaykh 'Abdur-Rahman Ibn as-Sa'di - Al-Fatawá as-Sa'diyah (Vol. 1/92) 
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Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyah said: “The state of a place reflects the state of a person. It is 
possible to be sometimes a Muslim and at other times a disbeliever; sometimes sincere 
and at other times hypocritical; sometimes good and pious and at other times rotten and 
corrupt. Thus, a person becomes like the place of his abode. 


The migration of a person from a land of disbelief and profanity to one of faith and probity 
is an expression of repentance and of his turning away from disobedience and perversion 
to belief and obedience. This is so until the Day of Resurrection. 


See Majmū' al-Fatāwā (18/284). 
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The proof for this is Allah’s saying: “Verily, as for those whom the angels take (in death) 
while they are wronging themselves (by not performing Hijrah), they (the angels) will say 
(to them): ‘In what (condition) were you?’ They will reply: ‘We were weak and oppressed in 
the earth.’ They (the angels) will say: ‘Was the earth of Allah not spacious enough for you 
to migrate therein?’ Such men will find their abode in Hell - what an evil destination! Except 
the weak ones among men, and women and children - who cannot devise a plan, nor are 
they able to direct their way. These are the ones whom Allah is (most) likely to forgive, and 
Allah is Ever Oft-Pardoning, Most Forgiving.” - Surah an-Nisa’ (4): 97-99 


Notes: 


Was the earth of Allah not spacious enough for you to migrate: Here is the evidence that 
Hijrah is obligatory from the land of disbelief to the land of Islam for one who is not able 
to practice his religion openly and is able to migrate. If a person is unable to migrate either 
because of sickness, or because he is forced to stay, or because of weakness in the case of 
women, children and so on, he is excused by Allah. 


This verse explains that those who die in a land of Shirk have wronged themselves by not 
migrating to a land of Islam, and the angels will question them about it. Allah has created the 
world wide enough for those that can make Hijrah to go to a place they can establish their 
religion. 
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And Allāh's saying: ^O My servants who believe (in Me)! Verily, My earth is spacious, so to 
Me alone perform your worship." - Sürah al-'Ankabüt 29: 56 


Notes: 


My earth is spacious: This verse is also an evidence that Allah commands those believers 
who are not able to establish their religion to move to another land. It is obligatory to 
worship Allah alone, so they should find a place where they are able to practice the 
religion, establish Tawhid and perform what He commanded. 
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Al-Baghawi, may Allah have mercy on him, said: *The reason for the revelation of this 
verse was due to some Muslims who were in Makkah and did not migrate (to Madinah). 
Allah called out to them using the title of Iman (for them).” - See Ma‘lim at-Tanzil (2/272) 


Notes: 


Allah called out to them using the title of Iman: If a Muslim is not able to practice their 
religion due to residing in a land of disbelief, their faith demands that they to a place where 
they can practice Islam. And this is obligatory upon them. 
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The proof for Hijrah from the Sunnah is his êÉ saying: “Hijrah will not cease until 
repentance ceases. And repentance will not cease (to be accepted) until the sun rises from 
where it sets (i.e. the west).” - Recorded in Musnad Ahmad (4/99) and Sunan Abū Dāwūd 
(no. 2479) - on the authority of Mu‘awiyah. Classed as sahih by Shaykh al-Albant in Irwa’ al- 
Ghalil (5/33) 


Notes: 


Hijrah will not cease until repentance ceases: This means that Hijrah will exist until the 
Final Hour. One of the signs of the Final Houris the sun rising from the west, and after that 
time no one's repentance will be accepted. The sinner's repentance won't be accepted, 
nor would a disbeliever reverting to Islam be valid after this time. This is mentioned in the 
Prophetic narration: 
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On the authority of Aba Hurayrah that Allah's Messenger #8 said, 


"The Hour will not be established until the sun rises from the west; and when the people see 
it, whoever will be living on the surface of the earth will have faith. And that is (the time) 
when it will do no good to a soul to believe, if it did not believe before." 


Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhārī (no. 4635) 


‘Allamah Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahman Ibn Nasir Al-Barrak mentions in a lecture (in 2017): "| 
advise all Muslims that are living in the lands of polytheism and disbelief to migrate from 
amongst the enemies of Allah (to the lands of Islam); as for living amongst the enemies of 
Allah, it is a mistake for you." 


And repentance will not cease (to be accepted) until the sun rises from where it sets (i.e. 
the west): This shows that there is a time when repentance will cease, and this when the 
sun rises from its setting. 

It rises in the east every day, but when Allah gives permission for the world to end and the 
Hour to begin, He will command it to rise from the west. At that time all people will believe 


and will be certain of the resurrection, but their faith will not avail them anything at that 
moment, except for those who believed before. 


[Madinan Period] 
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So when he settled in Madinah, he (#) commanded all of the remaining Laws of Islam, 
such as Zakah, fasting, Hajj, Adhan, Jihad, enjoining good and forbidding evil, as well as 
the other Laws of Islam. 


Notes: 
He commanded all of the remaining Laws of Islam: As mentioned before, the five daily 
prayers were legislated in Makkah. Majority of all the other Laws of Islam were revealed in 


Madinah. 


Zakah: Some have said that Zakah was legislated in Makkah but the details of its rulings 
were given in Madinah. 


Fasting: The obligatory fasting of Ramadan was prescribed in the second year of the Hijrah. 
Therefore, the Prophet fasted nine months of Ramadan in his life. 


Hajj: Hajj was legislated in the ninth year of Hijrah, according to the correct opinion on the 
matter. 
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Jihad: This was legislated in Madinah, and armies from Madinah went to many battles 
against the disbelievers. This was because the Islamic state of the Prophet was fully 
established in Madinah. 


Enjoining good and forbidding evil: This obligation was also legislated in Madinah. 


[Death of the Prophet] 
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He remained doing this for ten years, and after this he passed away, peace and blessings 
of Allah be on him. His religion remained. This was his religion: there was no good except 
that he directed his Ummah towards it, and there was no evil except that he warned them 
against it. The good that he directed his Ummah to was: Tawhid and everything that Allah 
loves and is pleased with. The evil that he warned his Ummah about was: Shirk and 
everything that Allah hates and rejects. 


Notes: 


The Prophet &$ passed away but the religion of Islam remained preserved, as Allah is 
always preserving the religion. The people were bereaved at the death of the Prophet & 
and their minds were greatly impacted by his loss. So Abu Bakr spoke to the people and 
explained that the Prophet was a human being and had died as all human beings do. Abu 
Bakr said, “Whoever worships Muhammad should know that Muhammad died. Whoever 
worships Allāh should know that Allāh is Al-Hayy (Ever-Living) and never dies.” He then 
recited the verses: 
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“Muhammad is no more than a Messenger, and indeed (many) Messengers have passed 
away before him. If he dies or is killed, will you then turn back on your heels (as 
disbelievers)?” Sūrah Āli-'Imrān (3): 144 


This was recorded in Sahih al-Bukhart (no. 3667) 
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[The Prophet was Sent for the Whole of Mankind] 
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Allah sent him to all of mankind, and He made it an obligation upon everyone from the 
two species of Jinn and mankind to obey him. 
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And the proof for this is Allah's saying, "Say: *O people! Verily, | am the Messenger of Allah 
sent to all of you.” - Sūrah al-A'raf (7): 158 


Notes: 


Allah sent him to all of mankind: Allah says: 
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“(O Prophet), We have sent you to the entire mankind.” - Surah Saba’ (34): 28. 


He is a Messenger to the whole of mankind, whether they are Christians or Jews, Arabs 
and non-Arabs - i.e. regardless of religion or ethnicity. 


If anyone says that he was only a Messenger for the Arabs and not for non-Arabs, that 
person has disbelieved and has not testified that Muhammad & is the Messenger of Allāh. 
For example, some of the Christians say, “It is correct that Muhammad is the Messenger 
of Allāh, but he is a Messenger only to the Arabs.” Whoever believes in this statement has 
disbelieved in the true nature of his Prophethood and has therefore disbelieved in Islām. 


Whoever does not acknowledge that the Shari'ah of the Prophet Muhammad &$ is for all 
of mankind has disbelieved. If they die upon this disbelief, they will be taken to the Hellfire. 
This is mentioned in the Prophetic narration: 

On the authority of Aba Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah & said, 

“By Him in Whose hand is the life of Muhammad $, he amongst the community of Jews or 
Christians who hears about me, but does not affirm his belief in what | have been sent with, 
and dies in this state (of disbelief) — he shall be but one of the denizens of Hell-Fire.” 

Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 53) 


The religions of the Jews and Christians are therefore false, because they reject the 
Shari‘ah of what the Prophet Muhammad & came with. 
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[The Religion of Islam Is Complete] 
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Allah perfected and completed His Religion through him (#8). The proof for this is Allah’s 
saying: “This day | have completed your Religion for you and perfected My Favour upon 
you. And I am pleased with Islam as a Religion for you." - Sürah al-Ma'idah (5): 3 


Notes: 


Allah perfected and completed His Religion through him: Allah perfected His Religion 
through the Prophet Muhammad # and brought the complete Shari‘ah through him. 


The religion of Islam and its followers will be preserved until the Last Hour, as mentioned 
in the Prophetic narration: 


Mu‘awiyah narrated, | heard the Prophet (#) saying, 
“A group of people amongst my followers will remain obedient to Allah's orders and they 
will not be harmed by anyone who will not help them or who will oppose them, until Allah's 
Order (the Last Day) comes upon them while they are still on the right path.” 


Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhārī (no. 3641) and Sahih Muslim (no. 1037) 
[Evidence that the Prophet Died] 
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The proof of his (&) death is Allah’s saying: “You will surely die and they too will surely 


die. Then on the Day of Recompense, you will be disputing before your Lord.” - Surah az- 
Zumar (39): 30-31 
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[The Day of Resurrection] 
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When people die, they will be resurrected. The proof for this is Allah's saying: “From it 
(the earth) We created you, and to it We shall return you, and from it We shall bring you 
out once again.” - Surah Taha (20): 55 
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And Allah’s saying: “Allah has brought you forth from the earth. Afterwards, He will return 
you into it and (then) bring you forth (once again - i.e. resurrection).” - Sirah Nah (71): 17- 
18 
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And after being resurrected, they will be judged and recompensed for their actions. The 
proof for this is Allah’s saying: “And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that 
is in the earth, that He may recompense those who did evil with what they have done (i.e. 
with Hellfire), and reward those who did good with what is best (i.e. with Paradise)." - 
Sürah an-Najm (53): 31 


Notes: 
When people die, they will be resurrected: Resurrection after death is from the aspects 


of faith which every Muslim must believe in. The enemies of the Prophet from the 
beginning and later generations disbelieved in the existence of resurrection. Allah says: 
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“(2) So the disbelievers say: ‘This is a strange thing! (3) When we are dead and have become 
dust (shall we be resurrected?) That is a far return.” - Sūrah Qaf (50): 2-3. 
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Allah orders His Prophet to swear by Him that the resurrection will occur: 
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"Those who disbelieve pretend that they will never be resurrected (for the Account). Say (O 
Muhammad &£): ‘Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be resurrected.” 
- Surah at-Taghabun (64): 7. 
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“Those who disbelieve say: ‘The Hour will not come to us.’ Say: ‘Yes, by my Lord, it will come 
to you.”” - Surah Saba’ (34): 3 


Believing in the resurrection is from the fundamentals of the Religion and there are many 
verses that prove we will be resurrected. Allah says: 
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“From it (the earth) We created you, and into it We shall return you, and from it We shall 


bring you out once again.” - Surah Taha (20): 55. 


Allah has created mankind from earth and He will return them to earth and then take them 
out from there. Allah also says: 
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“He said, ‘In it (the earth) you shall live, and in it you shall die, and from it you shall be 
brought out (i.e. resurrected)."" - Sürah al-A'raf (7): 25. 
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Whoever rejects the resurrection has disbelieved. The proof for this is Allah's saying: 
“Those who disbelieve claim they will never be resurrected. Say (O Muhammad $): ‘Yes, by 
my Lord! You will certainly be resurrected then you will be informed of what deeds you did.’ 
And that is easy for Allah." - Sūrah at-Taghābun (64): 7 
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Notes: 

Whoever rejects the resurrection has disbelieved: As for anyone who rejects the 
existence of resurrection then they have disbelieved in all the messengers. Rejecting the 
resurrection is from the creed of the disbelievers, as mentioned in the above verses of the 


Qur'an. 


Resurrection refers to the fact that everyone will be resurrected from their graves: 
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“And when the graves are turned upside down (and they bring out their contents)." 
- Sürah al-Infitar (82): 4. 


On the Day of Resurrection, everyone will be accounted. They will be rewarded for the 
good they used to do and punished for the evil they used to do. Allah says: 
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“(7) So whoever does good equal to the weight of an atom (or a small ant), he shall see it. 
(8) And whoever does evil equal to the weight of an atom (or a small ant), he shall see it." 
- Sürah az-Zalzalah (99): 7-8 
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“Whoever does a good deed, then it is for his own self, and whoever does evil, it is against it 
(i.e. his own self). Then to your Lord you will be made to return.” - Surah al-Jathiyah (45): 15 


[The Call of the Prophets] 
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Allah sent all of the messengers, giving good tidings and warning (people). The proof for 
this is Allah’s saying: “Messengers bearing good news and warning (people) - in order that 
mankind could have no plea against Allah after (the coming of) the messengers." - Sürah 
an-Nisa' (4): 165 
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Notes: 
Allah sent all of the messengers: Allah sent all the messengers, including the Prophet 
Muhammad &$, to bring people out of ignorance and establish the evidence (Iqamat ul- 


Hujjah). 


Giving good tidings: All the messengers told their people that those who follow them will 
be successful. Therefore, all the messengers were bearers of good tidings. 


And warning (people): All the messengers told their people that, if they disbelieved in the 
message and the Religion, then they would not be successful. Moreover, they would be 


punished for their disbelief in the next life. Thus, all the messengers came with a warning 
from Allah. 
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And the first of them was Nüh and the last of them was Muhammad (peace and blessings 
be upon him), who was the Seal of the Prophets. The proof that Nüh was the first of them 
is Allàh's saying: "Verily, We sent the revelation to you (O Muhammad &&), just as We sent 
the revelation to Nüh and the prophets after him.” - Sūrah an-Nisā' (4): 163 

Notes: 

And the first of them was Nüh: Nüh was sent to his people to call them to Tawhid. He 
spent 950 years calling them to his message, but most of his people continued to reject 


him. Thereafter, Allah accepted his supplication to wipe out all those that disbelieved and 
keep only his followers. Allah says: 
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“And it was inspired to Nuh: ‘None of your people will believe except those who have 
believed already. So do not be sad because of what they used to do."" - Sürah Hid (11): 36. 


Allah also says: 
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“And none believed with him (Nah), except a few.” - Surah Hid (11): 40. 
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The last of them was Muhammad &$, who was the Seal of the Prophets: There are no 
prophets or messengers after Prophet Muhammad &8. He is the Prophet of the Hour as he 
was sent ahead of the Hour (end of time). 


The Prophet ## said, “I have been sent ahead of the Hour with the sword so that Allah will 
be worshipped alone, and my provision has been placed in the shade of my spear, and 
humiliation has been decreed for those who go against my command, and whoever imitates 
a people is one of them." 


Recorded in Musnad Ahmad (no. 4869) and Sahih al-Jami' (2831) - on the authority of 
“Abdullah ibn “Umar. 


[The Call of the Prophets was Tawhid and Rejecting Taghüt] 
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Every nation that Allāh sent a messenger to, from Nūķ until Muhammad Šš, he (i.e. the 


messenger) would command them to worship Allāh alone and forbid them from 
worshipping the Tāghūt. 
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The proof for this is Allah’s saying: “And We have indeed sent a messenger to every nation 
(saying): ‘Worship Allah (alone) and avoid the false deities (Taghat).”” - Sarah an-Nahl (16): 
36 


Notes: 


He would command them to worship Allah alone: The religion of all the messengers was 
Islam. All the messengers called their people to believe in Tawhid and shun Shirk. All the 
messengers forbid people from worshipping the false deities (Taghut). The proof is the 
saying of Allah: 
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“And We certainly sent into every nation a messenger, saying, "Worship Allah and avoid the 
false deities.” Surah an-Nahl (16): 36. 


The messengers all had one call and one religion - Islam. But certain details of legislation 


differed between messengers, such as specific acts of worship like Salah, Zakah and Hajj. 
This has been proven from the Qur'àn and Sunnah. 


63 


The sending of the messengers is from the mercy of Allāh. They were all sent to take 
people out from darkness to light, from Nūh (who was sent to his own people) to the 
Prophet Muhammad 85 (who was sent to the whole of mankind). 


Allah says: 
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“Say (O Muhammad $): ʻO mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the Messenger of Allāh.” 
Sürah al-A'raf '(7): 158. 


[Chapter of Taghüt] 


y 
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Allah obligated all of His servants to disbelieve in the Taghüt and believe in Allah. 


Notes: 


Allah obligated all of His servants to disbelieve in the Taghüt: The first obligation upon 
the Muslim is to reject Taghüt and disassociate from anything that is worshipped besides 
Allah. 


[Meaning of Taghüt] 
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Ibn al-Qayyim, may Allah have mercy on him, said, *The meaning of Taghüt is someone 
or something for whose sake a worshipper transgresses limits, such as those who are 
worshipped, followed or obeyed." 


Notes: 


For whose sake a worshipper transgresses limits: Creation can never reach the level 
where they deserve to be worshipped (llahiyah) or absolutely obeyed. Anyone who 
worships others besides Allah has transgressed the boundaries, and anyone who gives this 
level of obedience to another person has transgressed. 


For example, if someone makes a person an Imam on the level of the Messenger, saying 
that the Imam is infallible and should be absolutely obeyed, that person has transgressed. 
This is an innovation and not part of the Religion. Moreover, if the Imam is pleased by these 
people following him in such way, then he is regarded as a Taghüt. 
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[Types of Taghüt] 
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The Tawaghit (plural of Taghüt) are many, but their heads are five: 

(1) Iblis (the Devil), may Allah curse him; 

(2) Whoever is worshipped while being pleased with that; 

(3) Whoever calls the people to worship himself; 

(4) Whoever claims to have knowledge of the Unseen; and 

(5) Whoever rules by other than what Allah has revealed. 


Notes: 


The Tawaghit are many, but their heads are five: There are different types of Taghut, but 
the Imam has mentioned five main ones. 


Iblis: He is the worst. He is the cursed one. He is pleased when people follow his way. 

Whoever is worshipped while being pleased with that: This excludes the angels and the 
prophets, who were sometimes worshipped by the polytheists but were never pleased 
with that. The call of all the Prophets was Tawhid, and they rejected being worshipped 


themselves. 


Whoever calls the people to worship himself: This is from the worst types of Taghtt. 
Which Taghüt can be higher than someone who calls others to worship him? 


Whoever claims to have knowledge of the Unseen: Allah nullifies this claim when He says: 
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“Say: ‘None in the heavens and the earth knows the Ghayb (unseen) except Allah.” - 
Sürah an-Naml (27): 65. 


Whoever rules by other than what Allah has revealed: This is from the heads of Taghüt. 
Such a person is a disbeliever. 
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[Disbelieving in Taghüt and Believing in Allah] 
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The proof for this is Allah’s saying: “There is no compulsion in the Religion. Verily, the right 
path has become distinct from the wrong path. So whoever disbelieves in the Tāghūt and 
believes in Allah, then he has indeed taken hold of the firmest handhold that will never 
break. And Allah is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.” - Sūrah al-Bagarah (2): 256 
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This is what is meant by the statement La ilaha ill-Allah. 
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And in the hadith: *The head of the matter is Islam, its pillar is prayer, and jihad is its peak." 
- Recorded in Sunan at-Tirmidhr (no. 2616) — he classed it as hasan sahīh. 
Notes: 


This is what is meant by the statement Lā ilāha ill-Allāh: Disbelieving in Tāghūt and 
believing in Allāh is exactly what Lā ilāha ill-Allāh means. 


The head of the matter is Islàm: This narration is from a lengthy narration: 
On the authority of Mu‘ad ibn Jabal, who said, | was travelling with the Prophet one 
morning, close to him as we journeyed together, and I said, “O Messenger of Allāh, tell me 
of a deed that will admit me into Paradise and keep me away from the Hellfire.” The 
Prophet & said, “You have asked about an enormous matter" the Prophet said to Mu'adh, 
“Shall | not tell you about the head of the matter and its peak?” | said, “Of course, O 
Messenger of Allah.” The Prophet & said, 

“The head of the matter is Islam, its pillar is prayer, and Jihad is its peak." 
Recorded in Sunan at-Tirmidhi (no. 2616). 


Therefore, the head of the matter is Islam, meaning the testimony of faith. 


Its pillar is prayer: This is due to it being from the first obligations of Islam, after the 
testimony of faith. 
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Jihad is its peak: This is because when Jihad is performed and the flags of Jihad are raised, 
then that is the highest honour for Islam and its people. When the people leave Jihad, 
humiliation and dishonour will become widespread. Jihad has rules and guidelines that 
must be understood. 


Jihad in the Arabic language means striving and doing one's utmost in word and deed. 


In Islamic terminology it refers to the Muslims striving to fight the disbelievers so that the 
word of Allah will be supreme. 


See An-Nihāyah fi Gharīb al-Hadith by Ibn al-Athir (1/319), al-Misbah al-Munir (1/112) and 
Ahammiyat al-Jihad by Dr. ‘All ibn Nufay‘ al-‘Alyant. 

The purpose of Jihad in Islam is not to kill disbelievers, rather the purpose is to establish 
the religion of Allah on earth, to establish the rule of His Shari‘ah, and to bring people forth 
from the worship of other people to the worship of the Lord of all people, from the 


injustice of other religions to the justice of Islam. 


The status of the martyr in the cause of Allah is high indeed, coming after the Prophets 
and Siddiqs in status. Shaykhul Islam Ibn Taymiyah said: Allah says: 
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“then they will be in the company of those on whom Allah has bestowed His Grace, of the 
Prophets, the Siddiqün (those followers of the Prophets who were first and foremost to 
believe in them, like Abü Bakr as-Siddiq), the martyrs, and the righteous" 

Sürah an-Nisa' (4): 69. 


These are the four degrees of Allah's slaves: the best of them are the Prophets, then the 
Siddīgs, then the martyrs, then the righteous. 


See Majmü' al-Fatawá (2/223). 


Allāh has preferred in grades those who strive hard and fight for His cause with their 
wealth and lives. Allāh says: 
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“(95) Not equal are those of the believers who sit (at home), except those who are disabled 
(by injury or are blind or lame, etc.), and those who strive hard and fight in the Cause of 
Allah with their wealth and their lives. Allah has preferred in grades those who strive hard 
and fight with their wealth and their lives above those who sit (at home). Unto each, Allah 
has promised good (Paradise), but Allah has preferred those who strive hard and fight, 
above those who sit (at home) by a huge reward; (96) Degrees of (higher) grades from Him, 
and Forgiveness and Mercy. And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” 

- Surah an-Nisa’ (4): 95-96 


Allah has made Paradise of varying levels or degrees, of which the Mujahidin (those who 
strive in Jihad) will have one hundred degrees. It was narrated that Abū Hurayrah (may 
Allàh be pleased with him) said: The Messenger of Allah &$ said: 


“In Paradise there are one hundred degrees which Allah has prepared for those who strive 
in Jihad for the sake of Allah. The distance between each two degrees is like the distance 
between the heavens and the earth." 


Recorded in Sahīh al-Bukhārī (no. 2637). 


It was narrated from Nu‘aym ibn Hammar that a man asked the Prophet šĒ: “Which of the 
martyrs is best?” He said: 


“Those who, when they took up their position in the ranks, did not turn their faces away 
until they were killed. They will be in the dwellings on high in Paradise, and their Lord smiles 
upon them, and when your Lord smiles upon a slave in this world, he will not be brought to 

account.” 


Recorded in Musnad Ahmad (no. 21970). 


In regard to the life of the martyrs with their Lord, it is the life of al-Barzakh, where their 
Lord honours them with the delights of Paradise. 


Allah says: 
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“(169) Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of Allah. Nay, they are alive, with 
their Lord, and they have provision. (170) They rejoice in what Allah has bestowed upon 
them of His Bounty and rejoice for the sake of those who have not yet joined them, but are 
left behind (not yet martyred) that on them no fear shall come, nor shall they grieve. 
(171) They rejoice in a grace and a bounty from Allah, and that Allah will not waste the 
reward of the believers.” - Surah Ali-‘Imran (3): 169-171. 
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And His saying: 
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“And say not of those who are killed in the way of Allah, ‘They are dead.’ Nay, they are 
living, but you perceive (it) not." - Sürah al-Baqarah (2): 154. 
It is narrated that Masrüq said: We asked ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud about this verse: “Think 
not of those as dead who are killed in the way of Allah. Nay, they are alive, with their Lord, 
and they have provision” [Sirah Ali-‘Imran (3): 169]. He said: We also asked about that, 
and he (the Prophet &8) said: 


“Their souls are in the crops of green birds, which have lamps hanging from the Throne, and 
they roam freely wherever they want in Paradise, then they return to those lamps...” 


Recorded in Sahih Muslim (no. 1887). 

Narrated by ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas: The Prophet (&&) said: 

“When your brethren were smitten at the battle of Uhud, Allah put their spirits in the crops 
of green birds which go down to the rivers of Paradise, eat its fruit and nestle in lamps of 

gold in the shade of the Throne. Then when they experienced the sweetness of their food, 

drink and rest, they asked: ‘Who will tell our brethren about us that we are alive in Paradise 

provided with provision, in order that they might not be disinterested in Jihad and recoil in 
war?’ Allah Most High said: ‘I shall tell them about you’; so Allah sent down; “And do not 

consider those who have been killed in Allah's path...” till the end of the verse.” 


Recorded in Sunan Abu Dawud (no. 2520). 


There are many verses from the Qur'an and Prophetic narrations that mention the great 
status of Jihad. 


uei dl, 
And Allah knows best. 


May Allah send His peace and blessings on Muhammad, his family and his Companions. 


[End of the Treatise] 


Reference: The English translation of the text has not been translated by Madrasah Al-Ansar Online. We have taken the English from 
the website Abdurrahman.org and have edited the transliteration and some of the wording. 
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